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IIISTORY OF BERIIN

t-

knowh for more than a yeass
as to

the sailors

runn:inE thi

comi-ad inte
low' hanginqj

theii iiac:
:nqf', ^' 'iHere.

delphia mucli to the': surpribe rof ,the mai'iners
who had pieSumed them to .be lo.st. thg de-;'. .
scriptio-h'Uy the" sailors of the life-sa*+.nb,r;"

r and its
as ..a' .iibsiriure

^ location'in
fhe Grcat tri River'

..1

. ., l

i Berlj.n. . rhi; story is ciedited by historia
, to be,the actuai origin'of ,the na$e: -' ' i *ar +ilo tr^-.i rrrl arr.'i catilethortly arter. at:. nami-ng episode,
I Prowell relate5, the first settlers arrj-ved
, at Long-A-Coming. Peter.Rich .and Richafd .

' I r: , i-r a t--^--, Moss s{
.l

;

i'
I

- .. !

.i

aside



, thus becoming the first citizens. John Scull
and Joel- Bodi4e opened itrns at .opposite ends
of, the s'ettlement and found, sufficient trad.e
for Soth to prosper,.' :,' : T\ougii -set-tied. fo{,famland., tfre resi-
d,ents "ot i.ong-e-c6raing,forind, the land.-woufit
prgduce ori-Iy-'a"dparse=++trigg ..for the fb,r'meis.
Turningr..to_ lurnbering they fiore than doubled,
their;6irnings, a++ soon r,ong-A-coming
becdn'e ttre rimieriiig center''5f the ar6a;
The Loggers hauled their tirnber'by ox tean
to Chews Landing where it was loaded on'' :

shi.ps for'transpor! to Philadetrphia. ,
Anoth€r 'induStry which gfew in Long-A-

Coming was charcoal buining, . Thomas Wrightrs
Charcoal Works was the chief manufacturing
interdst in the town arid used wood from the
pine"forests. the charcoal, in turn, found
a teady'market at'the'distillers rriho used it
to re.clify whiskey.

es Ufrq town qrogressed, it becaine a
r_egglar stop on the stage routes. A poster
advertislng the stage line can'be seen tgday
in'the Uari,e Flechb Library in. Berliri. 'The
route paSsed thrdugh'Camdei, Haddonfield, j

Long-A-Coning, Blue Anchor, Penny Pot, Wey-
mouth Furnace, Sorders Point ts Abseeor.
The Egg Harbor Road, a street in the present
town, follows the origftoal sta,gecoach route.

Trad,ers made ttre villag.e a regular. stop'
and business begari to ttrrive. Seviral
retaitr gtoges wgle opened and eadh Was.qeJ'f
sufflcieiit;' :-----;;;.;" the Rdvolutionary war era, the
land now kin6-wn as.carnd,en coulrty wa9 a part
of G'loucestqr County., In 1845, an.'act of
the New Jefsey Legislature creatdd, a nelt
county; Carnd,en'-County from Glog,cestetr .County. At the timer' no Sognty'-seat was
_named,, and-Loirg-A-Coming and Camden were
bidders for the honof. -A1so iiiterested in
the title were Gloucester, $t. Ephraim; and i

rladdonfiel-d. rne law r6quiied a-majority of '

a

the :'votors to fayor one of the sites or no
cheice could be made. In 18451 4n election
was held .and none of the tovms could swing
a majority vote. Camden, however, had a
plurality. In 1845, another vote was taken"
The three srna.ller towns realized that not
one of then could control enough yotes to win
over Camd,en if each voted fer itself . So
they formed, an alliance to defeat the big city
and Long-A-Coming was selected as a neutral
site. When the votes were counted, Long-A-
Coreing had won the honor by a hands.down
majority and it became the county seat. OJ-d
records show that land was purchased for the
necessary court house buildings from the
lands of Jacob Leach. This is now the site
of the Berlin Bra.nch of the First Camden
National'Bank and Trust Company. Camden poli-
ticians, however, engineered plans for another
election in 1848 " The al-liance was split and
Camden won what proved to be the final contest.

So the village of Long-A-Coming grew.
Its houses and stores were mainly built along
the stage coach road., now the White Horse Pj-ke.'fn 1853, 'the Camden and Atlantic Raj-lroad was
ccmpleted',as far as Long-A-Coming, and in 1854,
it was. completed to the shore. In 1856, a
station was located in towii, and the Land, ,

fmprovement Company laid out a number of acreg
into lots. and sold them at pubJ-ic auction. A :

number of fine houses were built' and,,the town'':''r.l
grewr

One of the most frequently asked ques-
tj-ons is, "When and why did Long-A-Coming
become Ber1in?" Old postal records show that
Lhe sffice was esLablished under the name of
Long-A-Coming, Gloucester County, New Jersey
in 1"812. Thomas Wright was the first post-
master" The name of the office was changed
to Magnolia, February 5t L867 r-and to Berlin,
May 7 , L867, Joseph Shreve was postmaster a.t
that time. November 11, L96L, a. red brick
post office located on Harker Avenue, was
opened with appropriate ceremonies.
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Another division of public lands was made
in 1895. Long-A-Coming and its environs were
part of the territory taken from Gloucester
Township and added to Waierford Township.'The Township of Berlin was created by the
Act of June 11, 1910" The Borough of Berlin
was formed in L927 " Dr. Frank O" Stem was
the first mayor,' Memories of the past linger today in
some of the land:narks found in Berlin" One
of these is the Cemetery Chapel whj-ch bears
the date L776. This rvas about the time that
Samuel Scull, a pioneer set,tler, set aside a
tract of land which was to be rrsacred to the
dead. " He put this purpose in proper' form
and csnveyed tlae same to the trustees of the
Presbyterirn Church" The building wes , ori.-
ginally made of logs and was used for'preach-
ing by-John Brainers, the Indian missionary.
Though deeded to the Presbyterian trustees
the 1og meeting house was free to all denom-
inatj-ons. The Cemetery Chapel served as a
district school many years ago and also as a 'i

chapel where burial services were cbnducted.: .

The cemetery is now under the able jurisdic- ,

tion of the Berlin Cemetery Association in-
corporated in 1884 and, stiIl functioning
todaY:' :if:: i ''':

On the'White Horsb Pike stands a white
frame church with dome'shaped spire. This
is Centenary Methodi.st Church which was
organized sosn after 1830. It is believed
that the inspired Bishop of the Church,
Fra.ncis Asbuqy, h/as among the earliest
preachers. Amg-ng. the leaders of the Metho-
dist movement were Joseph Thackara and hj-s
wife, Elizabeth. The story j-s told that
Mr. Thackara and Conklin Mayhew became in-
terested in organizing a Sunday School.
They solicited funds from the townspeople,'walked to Camden and crossed. the ferry to
Philadelphia where they'purchased supplies

.from the Sunday School. As the story goes,
they were glad to get a ride home on a
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charcera.l wagron. A plain fr'ane bui,lding-.-was
erected on.the Main Street on the site.of
the present Baptist Church. This .was, used . '.,.
by the, Methodist church' groirp,.gnLil. Lhe pre- ..
sent:,edifice'was built,. and dedi'cated:' ih -18:55'., .
In 1960, . a"nodern educational building .was. , .,

added, upon 'Iand purchased.iri :the.rear'-of ;the', :',
churih"building. The present pas:tor1,.Ilaro.l,d: - .::.'
P. ,Johnson, serving .hfs ,se.vg-ntht"ygtt .has .-:.i i .',i;

enjoyed ,the' longest .singld'pastoih€e. ,ed,the' longest .s'ingle!' pastoiate. :: - ". .'':
Some of the older resid.e.nts may. recall

a smarl frame buil.dins rid*#;pG: "iii"""a"aby a picket fence'. This was the building
fomerly owned by Ceqtenary Method,is't Church ,

and.conveyed by d,eed i.n 1859.drawn ts W"illiam
S. Kain and others for Baptist Church pur-Poses.
on Ivlay 3, L87 4, the Baptist Chureh of . gerlin ,.',

$/as orEanized and continued wo.lrship senrices 
'in the frame church until JuLy 22, L9L7 when ''',

a. beautiful brown stone build'ing-'!tas dedieaFed,'.
on ttie site of the old olle, .The church:has :'.' ..

added a 'fine educationa..I bu5-lding on,'.I}road;,.. : :.':

Street, and will .dedicate"-a new:'church.build- ' ,,,

ing .'adjacent to the edubationatr''bui1din9.' in'. :.'...
April , L954. Revetend Wi].ai,am Blaekley is the
p.rese:rt pastor.*€thef' churches in Berlir!' are the Spisco- ,'
pal Church of The Good Shepherd' which \ras
established in 1904, and Our Lady of Uount
Catmet which had its beginni'ng as a snall . '

chapel in West Berlin in 1905. . The present - :

church rlas dedicated at a new'site on Franklin-,
Avenue and Wtrite Horse Pike 'in "19.3tr;..s '.Ounl' ,. , -

Lady i"of Mount Gafnel: Schoo1 begdn its-.f ir.st
tern in 1956. .rn'1930r'a grouP'ofreProut : . "
twenty Lutheran famiJies felt, the rteed of a
Lutherari .eongregafion.'.in B€rlin l' ,Af,ter',,iueet- .. .

ing in various'public hallsi in.L9'44.the cen-'
gregati-on-purchased :the former Pr-esbyteriari,." :

Church at Taunton and llaines.Airenues. .This : ,

building rras renovated and u'sed'iuntiJ^ 'a' . :' :

modern" church'and educationat building \ilas :

buitrt on Route 73 and dedicated. in 1963 , j:



A small white frame building with green
shutters and with a colonial porch stand's on ':.

the White.t{orse Pike ad'jacent to the brown
stone Baptist Church. A't present it is used
as a'dentist'.s of,fice. One hundred yedrs a9o'
it served. the .town as a on€-rooln school, and
continued to be used until a 'three-room.two '

story. frame build.ing:$ras buil't in the'1870rs
on the sit'e of the present Berlin :Borough
HalI. This frame bu'ilding served at -least
two generations unti'l the ''red brick'building I

w€rsr:. -ompleted- j-n L9L+ o' The f:rame build'ing "
was torn dow-n and.a 'four-room two stor-y. school :

erec-ted,'on the Haines 'Avenue' sid'e of the school :

property. 'The.Ber"lin Borough School Board
puncnased a twenty-acre tradt 'sf land on '

South Franklirt Avenue where there was built a
new,'mod.ern,'eighteen-r.oom schoolhouse. The
new scihool was offici-a1112 dedicated in Septem--
ber 1858. Ghe. Bscfin Borsugh Council.obtained''
the foriner' schoo,l 'building on'Wlrite Horse Pike '

and renovated it to become one'of the .rnost
moderri borough halls in'the area. The Haines '

Avenue school was al-so.'''renovated and is under
a f$vs-year lease to 'New Jersey iPePar.tment ' ' . '

of Motoi Vehicles for use as a qua1i{ic.atj?on
cente:i for "obtainingr Ne,l^i Jersey : driv€rs
licenses. ' :

The fo:mer.'.schoo-1 buildingsr t'he new ";' -
Post Of.fice, ,the Drive-Tn Bank of-.'the C.amden -

National- Bank'.and.Tr.us,t Company'; and the , j..
Ma::ie Fld-che tJ-bra'ry are .kndwn in B€rlin as ' :;

"Librarlr-Squdre.;" '' . ' -. ;

3he ''be.auti:,fut '1ibr'ary bui*d.ing was, com- .'-

pleted. in" ;MiiY 1957 .,.and.,'dsnated by'Mr. ;T'ucien' :

n. Flectre :in--raenorlr of his,aunt' The"library
is open l{onday throug:h Thursday 1 to-4:30 a$d
7 to- 9: P .M. lr', Tro.enty-si{,.volurrtber' U"brarians,',
staff .:rthe 'libnary and iit 's€f,V€s imembers from 'l'
.Berlin':and surrounding areas.'Ala interested
Board sf .Trustees ,headed by. Luc.ien P. Fleche . '

keeps informed of the libraryts aetivities
.ind goals.,
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Today., Berlin is a prosperous town with
a populatisn of 3850. Modern stores and office
buiJ.dings line each side of the Wtrite Eorse :

Pike, one of the main highways leadinE froro
Carnden and Philadelphia to the shore. At the
northern end of €he tgvrn, there are neat rows'
of new houses in the Berlin Heights section.
tikewiser. the farmland at the southern seet,ion
of ther:"town has become a development of modern
homesi '

The leadi.ng industries of Berlin :are the
Fomigli Corporition', supplying pre;cast con- '

crete products for fifty-one years ' .a4d the
Ovrens-tLlinois Company - Kaylo Divisioh. Both
companies give emplolnuent to many residents of
t-he- tow"n and surrounding comuunities.

The story. of Ber'lin is si.milar ts that -ofnany towns in ernerica - the establistrment of
.hornes, the b'uilding of busine-sses and J.ndustries,
and the founding of churches and schooLs for ttre
bettement of society. Though we live in a.
stream;lined d9€r stif,L we Ltke to turn back the
paEes to the days when the stagecoach weqt by
Lfre asor, rumbtrlttg along on its ltay to the shore.


